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DETAILED ACTION 

This is a non- final, first office action on the merits, in response to application filed August 25, 
2003. Claims 1-59 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2 ) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Peters (US 
2003/0195800 Al). 

Regarding claims 1-3, Peters teaches detecting a first product selected by a consumer 
during a visit to the store; generating a message, a content of the message depending on the first 
product detected by the detecting step; emitting the message, during the visit to the store, the 
emitting step being performed at a first location, the first location being fixed wherein the fixed 
location is a shelf (see fig. 2 and fig 3); displaying, during the visit to the store, a price for the 
first product, the displaying step being performed at a second location different from the first 
location; and receiving payment from the consumer at the second location (fig. 2 and [001 1], 
[0028]-[0033]); wherein emitting the message includes displaying a light signal for sensing by 
the consumer; wherein emitting the message includes playing an audio signal for sensing by the 
consumer ([0009], [0030]). 
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Regarding claims 4-7, 24, 25, 27, 42-45, Peters teaches, wherein generating the message 
includes generating the message to include information about another product; include 
information about a product that can be used with the first product; includes generating the 
message to include information about a product that can be substituted for the first product; 
includes generating the message to include a suggestion to select an additional unit of the first 
product, and pricing information related to the additional unit (see fig. 2, and [0008], [0028]- 
[0033]). 

Regarding claims 8, 28, 46 Peters teaches wherein a content of the message depends on a 
record for the consumer, the record being compiled on a previous day (see [0033]). 

Regarding claims 9-21, 29-40, 47-59, Peters teaches wherein a content of the message 
depends on whether a second product has been detected; wherein the consumer selects the first 
product by moving the first product; wherein the detecting step detects the first product after the 
consumer moves the first product; wherein the first product is on a shelf in the store, and the 
consumer selects the first product by moving the first product from the shelf; wherein the first 
product is on a shelf in the store, the consumer transports a container, the consumer selects the 
first product by moving the first product from the shelf to the container, and the detecting step 
detects the first product while the first product is in the container; wherein the detecting step 
detects the first product while there are a plurality of other products in the container; wherein the 
container includes a plurality of wheels; wherein detecting includes receiving a signal from the 
first product; wherein the signal includes a plurality of digits that identifies the first product; 
wherein the signal includes a radio signal; wherein generating the message includes accessing a 
data structure; wherein the data structure includes a table (fig. 2, 7 [0024]- [0034]). 
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Regarding claims 22, 23, 26 and 41, Peters teaches a system in a store, the system 
comprising: an output device at a first fixed location; a detector that detects a first product 
selected by a consumer, to generate a first signal; a generator that generates a message and sends 
the message to the output device in response to the first signal; and a display that displays a price 
for the first product, the display being located at a second location different from the first 
location (see fig. 2 and 7, [0028]-[0034]). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yehdega Retta whose telephone number is (571) 272-6723. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric Stamber can be reached on (571) 272-6724. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Yehdega Retta/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3622 



